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Making a Dream Come True…   
EKBER

In this atelier, which was established as a coating products’ 
atelier, he started to produce large trays and steel soup plates. 
Turkey was in Turgut Özal era and with the rise of  trading 
Kısmet Altınay became a part of  this dynamism. The story 
which started with coating turned into producing 1000 
different products with the change to hydraulic system in 
the 90s. It then moved on to produce kitchen counter-top 
equipment such as cooking pots and gastronorm trays.
Along with the determination to succeed and the will to 
make his dreams come true, one of  the most significant 
factors that brought Kısmet Altınay is that he was at the right 
place at the right time: he was known in the sector thanks to 
his production variety and his choice of  office in Tahtakale, 
the heart of  the industry.
In the 2000s, export started to become a need. The lesson 
learned from the domestic crises was this; the domestic 
and the foreign markets were not synchronized and the 
companies can evade the crises by export. Kısmet Altınay 
saw this and steered towards export. Around the same time, 
Ekber started to attend the kitchenware fairs around the 
world regularly.
By the year of  2013, Ekber has reached hundreds of  
customers in almost 65 countries. The company earns 40% 
of  its revenue from export, and it carries the identity as a 
company which can produce all counter-top kitchenware 
according to the world’s needs. The second generation has 
completed their trainings and they took their place in Ekber 
as a developing organization. For Ekber this means the 
meeting of  experience with dynamism.
Ekber has a new production facility in Çerkezköy, which is 
established on a 16.000 m2 area with a 9.000 m2 of  closed 
space. It is amongst the most privileged Turkish companies 
with its 150 employees and the identity of  the producer and 
the exporter. As a family corporation, it makes it way towards 
being a world brand while keeping its Tahtakale sincerity.

Ekber Kitchenware is a dream brought to life by the deceased 
Kısmet Altınay… Mr Altınay was born as the youngest son 
of  the family with 8 kids. Due to his father, Chief  Inspector 
Halil Altınay’s job, they had to live in different places in Turkey. 
Although this is a hard lifestyle for a child, for Mr Altınay it 
meant meeting new people, living in different cultures and 
gaining life experience. He graduated from the Business High-
School in Mersin and then moved to İstanbul for his university 
degree. In 1963 he graduated from the Business Administration 
from İstanbul School of  Economics and Administrative Sciences. 
He worked in various jobs while he was a university student, in 
order to afford a living. Of  course he has ideals. He also had a 
determined and hard-working state of  mind which would help 
him succeed. First of  all, he started to work in Tahtakale with 
his brothers. This was how he met kitchenware. In 1970s, he 
was introduced to stainless steel due to the advancing trends. 
Maybe he didn’t know then, but this introduction would be one 
of  the firsts in Turkey on stainless steel production. He then 
established Ekber Kitchenware in 1977. He opened his first shop 
in Tahtakale Yavaşça Şahin Street. Then he moved to Üç Kapılı 
Selamet Han where they would stay for 35 years. He opened his 
first atelier in early 1980s in Süleymaniye.


